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Chamber honors Man and Woman of the Year
Auto dealer, publishing businesses recognized
By Laura Florez 
Staff writer
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Frank Serpa was told about a month ago by his wife, Fernanda, not to make any plans to leave Visalia this weekend. 

She refused to tell him why. 

But Serpa figured it out Friday when he arrived at the Visalia Chamber of Commerce's Annual Awards Banquet. 

Although he had only purchased one table for the event and hadn't been able to invite his mother, she was there. So were other family members, friends, co-workers and even neighbors. Some were hiding from him. 

"I thought, 'That's strange.' Something's going on here," he said. 

Serpa's company hadn't been nominated for Large or Small Business of the Year and he knew he wasn't in contention for Woman of the Year, he said. 

A smile spread across his face when Serpa was named the Visalia Chamber of Commerce's Man of the Year. 

"I'm so overwhelmed. I couldn't have expected it," he said. 

Serpa, who in 1986 moved to Visalia and has since opened up a string of automobile dealerships, was honored for his contributions to the community Friday at the annual banquet hosted at the Visalia Convention Center. 

Vicki Stasch, who was named Woman of the Year for her contributions to causes such as Hospice of Tulare County, the Creative Center and the United Way of Tulare County, was also surprised by the honor. 

"I'm humbled and honored," she said, urging people to continually find ways to help others. "It's been a pleasure serving this community. We just all need to be giving of our time, our energy and our money." 

Annually, the chamber recognizes a man and woman, along with a small and large business for their contributions to the business community and betterment of Visalia. 

Large business of the year went to Groppetti Automotive. The automotive dealership has gone from a staff of 15 selling 25 new vehicles a month to a staff of 175 selling 4,557 new vehicles a month, said chamber representatives. They have also contributed to a variety of community groups, including to the stadium that bears their name, the Groppetti Automotive Visalia Community Stadium. 

Owner Don Groppetti called being named large business of the year "a truly humbling experience." 

Small business of the year went to Star S Publishing, Inc. The company produces telephone directories for Visalia, Hanford, Lemoore and Tulare and has been in business for more than 22 years. It is owned by Pamela and Mark Stephens. 

"This means a lot," Mark Stephens said, as he with a smile on his face thanked the selection committee for choosing his company. "We will continue to work hard." 

Also awarded at the banquet this year was a 2005 Agriculturist Business Award. It was given to Dick Shannon, 95, of Shannon Farms. Shannon, who is in his 77th year as one of Tulare County's innovative growers, was called a "visionary" by the Tulare County Farm Bureau. 

  The reporter can be reached at lflorez@visalia.gannett.com. 
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